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1 Pet. 3.15, 16, 

SanRife the Lord God in your hearrs, and be ready alwaycs ro give an an- 
ſwer toevery man that asketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in you, 
with meekneile and fear : 

Having a good conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil 
_, ey may be aſhamed chat falſly accuſe your good converſation in 
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TJ T will, no doubt, 
Wil ſceme ſtrange to 

| ſee my name in 
print, ſtanding ſo 
I] neare th:Þ men 
Who are [nterlo- 


cecding pages, their profeſsion and 
mine being of ſuch different natures; 
ButT (hall entreat the ingennous rea- 
der to take notice of the neceſsitie of 
this my doing, 
I am by the three Anſwerers to 
C theſe Demands wronged, and that by 
an injurie of an high nature-, chal- 
lenged in writing to have done that, 
which God doth know never entred 
A2 into 


( ) 
into my thoughts ; and for any thing 


the anſwerers did or doe know, neyer 
came into my minde, And though by 
the law of challenges, they having 
challeaged me, I may chooſe the wea- 
pons ( which certainely ſhould have 
beene in another kinde , had the chal- 
lengers beene of another profeſsion ) 
yet being men of ſo holy a function, [ 
have thought good to make choyce of 
their own weapons ; and by my pen to 
doe out that blot, which they by their 
pen havelaid upon me. And I have 
thoughticfit te doe it ina ſcedule an- 
nexed to this booke ( which for that 
cauſe only I have cauſed tobe herere- 

rinted )that where mens mindes per- 
yan may be poyſoned by ſwallowing 
an-untruth in their anſwers , ſo deeply 
wounding my honour and loyaltie, 
this 


- 


Hh ) 
this antidote mi hi be ready at hand 
to cure them , before they (hould be 
fully tainted with it : As likewiſe ſup- 
poſing thatif they ſhould be printed 
ſeverally, many might meet with their 
anſwers alone, which might leave in 
them a bad impreſsion of me, if they 


2 


ſhould not be attended with this juſt 
and true exprelsion of mine, 

The injuries wherewith I am viola- 
ted by the three an{werers , are of two 
ſorts : Oneof them firikes me alone, 
as his ſacred MwezsT1Es high Com- 
miſsioner; The other wounds me as 
his MazesT1Es Counſellour,;and with 
me all of that honourable boord. The 
former 1s this, 

They deliver affirmatively, T hat the 
declaration which they tendered mee 
of their late Covenant, was ſuch as 

A} accepted, 


+, 
_—_ and was well pleaſed with. 


And this they ſet down twice for fail- 
ing: In their anſwer to the firſt de- 
mand towards theend, and in their - 
anſwer tothe third demand a little be- 
fore the midale of it; and that with 
ſuch confidence, as traly I cannot with | 
any juſtice blame the reader for belce- 
ving of it, whenit fell from the pens 
of theſe men, whoſe profeſsion is the 
teaching of truth, 

But I ſhall deſire the readers to ſuf- 
fer themſelves ( notwithſtanding the 
prejudice of theſe mens perſons) to be 
undeceived by a plaine averment of 
truth, 

] am confident none of theſe three 
anſwerers ever heard me ſay ſo, nor 
will they ſay they did, If they but 
heard it from others (which I do vert- 


ly 


= 7] ) 
ly beleeve they Aid not, andſhall do ſo 
* ſtill, cill cheyavouch their, authors ) 
ſure no man can chooſe but miſle in 
them that civill prudence, which will 
not allow any diſcreet man to affirme 
that of any other , muchleſle of aper- 
ſon of my qualitie, and at this time of 
my place; the foundation whereof 
ſhall be ſo frail and lipperie, as report, 
which is alwates ancertaine, and moſt 
times falſe, | 
For _— the truth , I doe averre 
upon mine Honour that I never ſaid 
ſo, I never thought ſo. And though 
that chat Declaration was much ber- 
tered by the induſtrie of ſome well af- 
fected (from what was firſt intended) 
etit gave me not ſatisfaction : and 
dare boldly affirme, 1 never ſaidir 
would give my Maſter the Kinas 


MuwtsTyY 


(') | 
_ Maesrty any. My juſtifiers in this, 


{hall betheſe Noblemen, Gentlemen, 
and others to whom I ever ſpoke, ei- 
the; publickly , or in private. I was 
indeed content to catch at any thing 
I coulu-, when I conld not obtaine 
what I would, as being willing todoe 
- my courtrey-men that reſpe&t, asto 
the utmoſt of my power to recom- 
mend to my gracious Maſter , with 
all fayourable conſtruction, even that 


which I then thought; anddid know 
fell ſhort of juſt and home-ſatisfacti- 
No: is there &1, + And here, I doe confeſle,[ can- 


any ground for 


heiropinion not charge tfor afaultic miſtake up- 


of my accepta- 


tion of that de- 


tion orchard! on the readers of theſe afleverations . 
I: fle they call p 

rcening}ac> Of the three anſwerers, if they ſhould, 

epting ; and . 0 . 

char was nov DEFOTE this my declaration , conceive 
in my power . , 

© rewlejire- that his MATE STIE Were inallpro- 
informal words of a ſupplication, and ſo tendered to me, who by my royall Maſter his 
inſtrutions was commandcd to reccive the petitions of all his god and loyall lubjeQs. 


babilitie 


) 

babilitie like to reſt ſatisfied with that 
declaration of the Covenant, having 
it delivered to them from men whom 
they havein all this buſineſſe belceyed 
as much as themſelves, that his 
MazzsT1Es Commilstoner, who in all 
likelihood did know his M a ; = $35 es 
minde beſt,did reſt ſatisfied 1-ith it, _ 

But his MazsTtY hath juſt reaſon 
to charge me, if theſe aſleverations 
were true; 2s | have good reaſon to 
vindicate my {elf2, they being not true, 
The truth is , if theſe eons 
betrue, I doe profeſſe to the whole 
world, that his MajzzsTy hath a moſt 
juſt cauſe to diſcharge himſelfe of mee, 
and my ſervice , and todiſcharge mee 
of. all ruſt inthis, or any other nego- 
tiation For I profeſle, that I know- 
ing his MazzsTIEs conſtant miſlike of 


B the 
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the ſaid Covenant, it muſt bewray in 
me, either breach of truſt, or wantof 
judgement; if I ſhould goe about to 
make either my ſelf, orthe world be- 
leeve, that my Maſter could receive 
ſatisfaction by ſuch an explanation. 
And herel cannot difſlemble, but 
muſt ask leave to yent my ſelf thus far. 
Had theſe wrongs beene putupon me 
by the pens of other men, andnot of 
theſe whoſe profeſsions I am forward 
and willing to beleeve(becauſel would 
haveitſo) will not ſuffer them toem- 
brace wilfull and malicious deſignes:I 
ſhould juſtly have doubted, that there 
had been ſome men in this kingdome, 
who being afraid of a ſetling and 
peaccable concluſion of this bulſineſle, 
bad gone about to raiſe in my royall 
and gracious Maſter a jelouſic of my 


ſlack. 


( 
flackneſle in my King and Countries 
ſervice, that ſo I might be called back, 


re _ 

f any ſuch enemies there be to the 
peace of this miſerable diſtracted 
Church and State, I beſeech God in 
time to diſcover them,and that all may 
end,in covering them with ſhame and 
. confuſion, The ſumme of all I will ay 
of this perſonall wrong offered to my 
ſelf,is this; If theſe reverend and learn- 
ed Gentlemen,the Anſwerers,n theſe 
untrue aſperſions intended any harme 
tome, I (ball only now requite them 
with a caſt of their own calling; I pray 
God forgive them, If they intended 
meno harm,then I do expect that they 
will give my ſelf and the world ſatisfa- 
Rion,in clearing me that I gave them 
no ground for theſe their aſſeyerati- 
B 2 ons, 


CI 
ons, And ſo being confident of his 


MazsT1zs goodnefle to all his mini- 
ſters ; amonglt the reſt, to the meaneſt 
of them, my ſelf, eſpecially in this par- 
ticular, that he will never be ſhaken in 
the opinion of my loyall and conſtant 
ſervice, upon ſuch ſlight, Lghe, and 
groundlefle reports: I will ſay no more 
of that firſt point, - 

For that which concerneth my ſelfe 
as a Counſellour, and the reſt of that 
honourable Boord , averred by the 
three anſwerers, in their anſwers to 
the third and fourteenth demand; I 
do here proteſt before Almighty God, 
that none of the allegations alledged 
by the three anſwerers, nor any petitt- 
on given me bythe —_— , MOo- 
ved me to give way, thatthe order of 
the Councell table ſhould not paſſe in- 


to 


) 
toan act: for Jo then, and doe now 
ayow,that[ then was,and now am ful. 
ly ſatisfied with his MazzsT1&s moſt 
gracious declaration , and that in.my 
opinion all ought to have thought 
themſelves ſutficiently freed from 
fears of innovations. But the true re2- 
ſon was this, 1 was ſotenderly affecti- 
oned towards the peace of my Conn- 
try, that I gave way to that, which ma- 
ny of honourable qualitie aſſured me, 
if it were-not done, a preſent rup- 
ture might follow, and foconſequent- 
ly the ruine of this Kingdome, which 
I wasreſolved to keep off fo long as 
polsibly I could, retaining my fidelitie 
to my Maſter, V Vhich care of mine 
[ finde but flenderly requied, whenir 
is made an argument to per{wade his 


MazJzsTIES good ſubjects to do that 
B 3 which 


which isſo Aifpleafir to him, andſo 
unſafe for them. And'\yet even inthis 
paſlage, it would have been expected 
from men of that profeſsion, that no- 
thing ſhould have paſſed but un- 
ra Fr trath, In which point too 
they have failed, either as hope by a 
miſtaking,or a mil. erming ths the 
Miſsive once thought fitto be ſent to 
his MazzsTy wasneverrent, butre- 
maineth yetasit was: and wee did not 
ſend it, becauſe weedid not thinke, 
thanks to his MazzsTy would be ſea- 
ſonablein the name of the whole King- 
dome, when we knew his MazesT1E, 
by the laſt proceedings of many , and 
proteſtations made againſt his royall 
declaration (pretended inthe name of 
the whole country) could notrecetve 
ſatisfaction, 

To 


C3 
To conclude, notwithſtanding this 


perſonall wrong offered to me his M a. 
JE STIES high Commiſsiener, 1 will 
carefully;cheerfully,and conſtantly go 
on with this great buſinefſe, wherewith 
he hath intruſted me. V Vhich as I pray 
God that it may proſper under my 
hands; ſo I praiſe God that he hath g1- 
ven me ſo cheerfull and willing a heart 
to go on init; that if my life could 
procure the peace of this torn Church 
and Kingdome, tothe contentment of 
my royall Maſter, and comfort of his 
diſtracted ſubjects, he who knoweth 
all things, knoweth likewiſe this truth; 
Te is the ſacrifice of the world, in which 
[ would moſt glorie, and which 1 
would moſt ſincerely offer up to God, 


my King and Countrey. 
HAMMILTON. 
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GENERALL DEMANDS 
CONCERNING THELATE 
COV EXNANT; 


Together with Anſwers to them, 
and Replies to thoſe Anſwers, 


— 


— = 


Taz FirsT Demanoy. 


PREM Y what power, or warrant, theſe our Reverend 
| vs | Bretherencan ſure of us, or of our people, 
AA Subſcription tothis late (ovenant ; notbeing 
I ">  ſentby his Majeſtie,or by the Lords of Coun- 
S221 ' c<l,norby any Nationall Synod of this King- 
: dome,norby any Judicatorie eſtabliſhed in 
it? And, How they can enlbece upon us,or upon our people, 
who areno wayes ſubject unto them, their incerpreration of 
the articles ofthe negative confeſtion? Inreſpett whereof, as 
alſo in refpect of chat band of mutuall defence againſt all 
perſons whatſoever this /ateCovenant is ſubſtancially different 
fromthat which was ſubſcribed by the King and his ſabjects, 
Anno 1580.and 1581, 
C2 ANSVVE Rs» 


(Pas. 2.) 


ANSWER, 
VV= are not come hither to uſurpe the authoritie of 


any civill or ſpiritual judicatorie , or to enforce 

_ 0x7 reverend Brethren, and the people committed to 
their charge , the ſubſcription of the late Covenant, or the 
mterpretation of the Articles of that Confeſſion which is 
called negative , or whatſoever elſe of that kinde : but are 
ſent to repreſent unto them , in all bumilitie, the preſent caſe 
and condition of this kirk and kingdome ; crying for help at 
their hands alſo : ard, in brotherly love, to exhort and in- 
treat, that they will be pleaſed to contribute their beſt ende- 
vours fer extinguiſhing the common combuſtion, which by 
joyning with almoſt the whole kirk, and kingdome inthe late 
Covenant , we truſt they may lawfully do, without prejudice 
to the Kings Majeſftie,or to any lawfull judicatorie,or to that 
Confeffion of faith above mentioned : Since the ſound mtey- 
pretation and application thereof, to the errours of onr timex, 
can make no [nbſtantiall change, and the band of mutuall 
defence, wherein wee 7 our (elves, To defend the true 

religion, and the Kings Majeſties perſon, and authoritie, a- 

gainſt allperſous whatſoever , is joyned, at firſt , with the” 
Confeſſion of faith. Like as his Majeſties Commiſſioner 

objetting, That our Covenant was ſuſpett to be anwnlawfſull 

combination againſt Anthoritie, and to be the main hinde- 

rance of obtaining our deſires, hath accepted, and was well 

pleaſed with our Declaration: bearing, That we have ſolemn- 
ly ſworn, to the wttermoſt of ony power, with our means and 

liveryo ftand to the defence | _ Kings majeſtic as of Gods 

Vicegerent, ſet over «, for the maintenance of Religon, and 

winiftrationof Jnltice, 


ReeLy, 


(P a o. 3.) 
ReyLy. 


V E have, Reverend Brethren, ſufficiently confidered 

and examined your anſwers to our Demands , by 
which we expected fall ſatisfaction to all our ſcruples and 
doubts concerning the /ate Covenant : But truly , if mo- 
defty and brotherly love, we tell you, that your anſwers 
(whatloever you think of them your ſelves) haye nor given 
us that ſatisfaction which we expected. We know thar 
ſome who raſhly condemne every thing which is faid or 
written contrarie to the canſe which they maintain, will 
boldly fayofus, chat we have cloſed our eyes againſt a clear 
and ingyring light : Bur firſt, we ſay with J o B, Our wite 
weſſe is in heaven, and owr record i on high. That Lord who 
only ſeeth the ſecretsof hearts, knowerh, chat we love his 
truth, and are ready, ſo foon as it ſhall be ſhown unto us , to 
embrace and profeſſe it before the world. Next, we appeal 
rothe conſciences of all impartiall readers, who ſhall have 
occaſion to weigh and conſider matnrely rhe weight of our 
arguments, and of theſe anſweres which it hath pleaſed you 
ro give ns: wiſhing them, yea, moſt bumbly and earneſtly 
increating them, to jndge borh of your writings and ours 
withour prejudice, or any partiall refpect., Yea,we are con- 
fident, bo yealfo, of whoſe love to the trurh of God we 
are perſwaded, will after berrer adviſement, and more ma- 
rure conſideration of the matters debared, acknowledge 
that we are not againſt the trach , bur for it. The Lord ©- 
pen your eyes , that you may clearly fee rhas truch for 
which we ſtand. | 


E objected to you, Reverend Brethremgchat you had 
VV not a ing run co the ſabGription of the 


late Covenant, from any acknow authoritie, or law- 
fall Judicarorie eſtabliſhed in this or Kingdome : to 
which objecuon ye ————_ here particularly, as woo 

3 | pected, 


(P a 6. 4.) 
peRed. And whereas you ſay, Thar you are come to' exhorr 
us, and our people, inall humility, to joyn with you ;How 
is it, that withour our conſent, and againſt our will, not ha- 
ving lawfull authority,which you ſeem here nor to acclaime 
ro your ſelves, you have publickly preached ro our people, 
wichia our Congregation ? which 1s a thing repugnanc to 
choſe places of Scripture, in the which che Spiricof God 
recommenderh ro Elders, or Paſtors, the care of choſe flocks, 
over which the holy Ghoſt hath made them over-ſeers, Acts 
20.28, 1 Per. 5. 2.as alorelleth ns, That the Paſtors whom 
the flock muſt kyow , and ro whom they mult ſubmit then. 
ſelves,do watch over the ſouls of that flock,and muſt give ac 
count for them, x. Theflal, 5. 12. Hebr. 13. 17. Itisalfo 
contrarie to the laws of the Chriſtian Church in all ages. 
For by the ancient Canons, Paſtors are commanded to con- 
raine themſelves within the limirs of cheir own charge ; 
and not ro preſume toexerciſePaſtorall office in another Pa- 
ſtors Diocefle, or Parioch, withour leave : As allo, they for- 
bid Paſtors to receive todivine ſervice any man of another 
Parioch, that commeth in contempr of his own Paſtor. Con- 
cil. Nicen.1. Oecum. 1. Can. 16 Concil. 2.0ccnm Conſtan« 
tinop. (an. 2.Concil, — 2. an-11. Concil. Carthag. 
3. Can. 20. Concil. Chalced. Occum. 4. Can. 13. Concil. 
Nicen. 2. Can. 10. (oncil. Tribur. Can, 28, (oncil. Nan- 
net. Cap. 1. & 2. < 2. Wedidnot withour reaſon ſay, Thar 
you, and others of your confederation, enforce your inter- 
preration of the Negative confeſs ion upon others ; ſeeing we 
hear, char ſome Paſtors and Prelates are forced to flee to for- 
raigne countreys, for fear of their lives, becauſe they have 
refaſed the aid interpretation; and thoſe who have ftayed 
in the countrey, dare ſcarcely appearin che high wayes, or 
ſtreets ; and are threatned, Thar their ftipends ſhall nor 
- be payed unto them, untill they ſubſcribe your Covenant. 
« 3. Whereas you do in brotherly love exhorrt , and entreat 
vs to contribute onr beſt endeavours , for extinguiſhing 
the comman combuſtion ; we praiſing God for your pions 
zeal, andfor the lovingneſſe and modeſty of your qanchen 


(P A G. 8.) 


(wherein by Gods help we ſhall labour to keep 

dence with you ; that both we and you may ſhew our - 

felves to have learned of Chriſt, Meekneſe, and lowlineſe 

of heart ) we moſt willingly promiſeto do fo, by all means 

which our conliciences will permit usto uſe; as alſoro joyn 

our moſt humble and hearty prayers with yours , Thar irc 
may pleaſe God in this dangerous exigent, To dos good in 

his goodpleaſureto our Sion, and to build np the wal: of onr 
Jeruſalem, © 4. We may juſtly ay, That this ew Covenant 
15 ſubſtanrially different from the o/d, which was made eAn- 
»o 1581. inreſpect it not only containeth that o/d covenant, 
or confeſrion, which was allowed by two | qc aſſemblies, 
bur alſo your interpretation of it, which, as yet, hath no 
fuch na per z or approbation,” # 5. No band of muru- 
all defence, againſt al{ perſons whatſoever,isexpreſſed inthe 
Covenant made 1 581. And althoughir were, yet the caſe is 
very unlike: For ſubjects may make ſuch a Covenant of 
mutzall defence by armes, with the conſent ofthe King, who 
only under God, hath the powerofarmes, or of the ſword, 
in chis kingdome. Bur _—— made this /ate Covenant, 
had not his conſent , as that former or o/d Covenant had : 
which is a thing ſo evident, that no man can callic inque- 
lion. 9 6. As forthat which you affirm here, That my Lord 
Commiſſioner his Grace was well ſatisfied with your de- 
claration ; it. becommeth not us to pry narrowly into his 
Graces doings: but truly we have more thenreaſon to pry 
moſt narrowly into the words ofa { vvenant , which is of- 
fered unto us, to be fvorn, and ſubſcribed , left we abuſe, 
and prophane the facred name of God, and ryeour ſelves 
ro the Tatng of any thing which is diſpleafing unto him. 
Laſt of all ; whereas ye defire usto joyn our ſelves ro you, 
an] cotheceft of confederacie , who are (as you af. 
firm )almoſt the whole Church and Kingdome:Truly we can- 
pct bur reverence ſach a multicnde of our reverend bre- 
rhren, and dear countrey-men , and are _ to be follow- 
ers of themin ſo far as they are followers of Chriſt : Bur nei- 
ther can we do any thing againſt the truth , neither can we 
 arrrribute 


(P.a 0. 6.) 
attribure © much authoritie co their mnlticade, as other- 
wiſe we would, in refpeR there hath been ſo much deali 
for ſubſcriptions , inall quarters of this Kingdome, and 
many have been threatned , ro give their conſent , as we 
are moſt credibly informed. 


Taz I, Dema no. 


ANSVVER. 


I'S alt of Parliament forbiddeth in the firſt part leagues 
and bands of maintenance privily made ,[nch as are called 
bands of Manrent, as the alt in Oween Maries timeto which 
it hath relation, doth bear. And in the ſecond part, only ſuch, 
as tend to the publick diſturbance of the peace of the Realme 
by moving ſedition.But no alt of Parliament doth diſcharge, 
nor can any juſt law forbid, Conventions, or Covenams inthe 
generall;or ſuch Covenants in ſpeciall as are made with God, 
and among ft on ſelves ; not for any mans particular, but for 
the common benefit of all;not to move ſedition, but toperſerve 
peacesF toprevent tronble:which by all probability had been 
to many, before this time, tos ſenſible, if this conrſe had not 
been taken. Conventions and Covenants ( in the judgement 
of Juriſconſults ) are to be eſteemed and judged of, according 

fo 


(Pac. 7) 
to their dsverſe ends , goed or bad: which made King James 
of happue memorie to take it for an undenbeed maxime , That 
proaris & focis, & pro patre patriz, the whole body of the 
{ ommon-mealth ſhould ftirre at once : not any mere 4s aim 


vided members, but as one conſolidate lnimp. 


RuvyeLy. 


T* that ſecond part of rhat a& of Parliament , holden at 
Linlthgow, Anno x5 85. arc forbidden, A leagues or 
bands of mutuall defence , which are made without the pri- 
witie andconſent of the King, undey the pain to be holden and 
extecure as movers of ſedition and wnquietneſſe, &c, W herc- 
fore we can no waycs think, that any bands or leagues 
of mutuall defence, by force of armes , arethere permitted, 
( charis, not forbidden) (ccing firſt the words of the aft are 
ſo generall: forin it are diſcharged 45 bands male amongſt 
ſmbjetts of any degree , upon any colour what /oever , without 
hu Highn (ſe, or hs Succeſſenrs privitie andconſent bad and 
ebramed therewnts, Next, all fuch bands are declared to be 
ſeditiow, and perturbative of the publick peace ef the 
Realme : or, wich is ail one , arc appointed to bee eſtee> 
med ſo, And therefore, we cannat fee how any bands of 
that kinde can be cxceptcd, as if rhey were not ſeditious, 
2. Wedyubtnot, butthe /ate ( vvenant, being conſidered 
according to the main intention of thoſe pious and gene- 
rous Gentlemen, Barons, and others our dcar —_— 
men, who made it, c{pecially our reverend brethren of 

holy mi:utery, is a {ovenarnt made with God, and 
proceeding from a zealous reſpe& to Gods glory , and 
to the preſervation of the puritic of the Goſpel in this 
Church and Kingdome : But we cannot finde a warrant 
In var confciences. togrant, That ſuch Covenants, infofarre 
a: they un>ore mutual defence , againf all perſons whatſs- 
eve”, none being excepted, no, notthe King , ( asit ſeem- 
&thuato as, by the words of your — far more oy 


( PAG. 8 .) 
the words of your /ate Proteftarion, the 28 of June; wheres 
in you promiſe mutuall defence againſt all externall or in- 
ternall invaſion, menaced in his Majcltics laſt Proclamation) 
are not forbidden by any band , nor juſtly yet can be forbid- 
den, For firſt, we bave alreadie ſhown, Thatthey are for- 
bidden jathe forefaid at of Parliament, Anno I585, 2. No 
warfare ; and conſequently , no covenant , inporting war- 
fare, is lawfull, without juſt Authoritic; which, weare per- 
ſwaded, is onely in the ſupreme Magiltrate , ang io choſe 
who have power and imployment from him, to take atmes: 
yea, fo farreas we know , all moderate men, who ducly 
reſpec Authority , will ſay , That itis ſo inall Xingdower, 
and Monarchies, properly ſo called; (of which nature is this 
his Majeſties molt ancient Kingdome ) And, that it is al- 
together unlawfull to ſubjeRs in ſuch Kingdomes , to take 
armes againſt their Prince. For which cauſe , that famous 
Pr learned DoRour _ Ne inalate Fo reatiſe —_ 
eſuita vapnlans, (peaking judgment of Buchanan 

others, who taught , Thar ſubjefts might take armcs againſt 
their Prince, in extraordinary caſes, and extreme crs 
of the Religion, and Common-wealth ; profeſlcth firſt, 
That he, andall other Proreſtants, condemneſuch dodtine., 
Secondly, That this crrour did procecd from a miſtaking 
of the goverament of the Scoriſo Kmgdome , as if it were 
not truely and properly Monarchicall, Thirdly, That the 
ralhnefle of thoſe writers , is to be aſcribed partly to the 
hard aud perilous times of perſecution, wherein they lived, 
and partly , Scotorum prefervido ingenio, & ad andendum 
—_ Thus he writcthinthe 1 3. Chap. of the faid book, 
ag. 274, and 275. anſwering to the Recrimination of a 
Zeſwit, who had afirmed, That Buchanan, K nox,and Good- 
wan, had written as boldly for the rebcllion of Subjects 
inſt Princes, as any of their order at any time had done. 

Tf thing mach w be owl b us at this time, leſt we any 
more givethat advantage to Ze/wites, to make Apologie for 
their rcbcllious dofrines and prattiſes, 3. Not only ma+ 
' king of Covenants, but alſo all other actions,, are to be 
eltcemed 


ol 
> 
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eftcemed” and judged of, firſt, the equitie- of the 
ſabjct, and | Jager then, by Ale : for if the mat- 
ter pactioned ( that is, which the parties mutually do 
promiſe ) be juſtly forbidden, by a lawfull Autboritic , 
and conſequently be unlawfull in it ſelf ; then the good- 
neſle of the end, or projet, cannot make the paction, 
ot Covenant, to be good, or lawfull, 


Tis III, Demano. 


T* it be alledged, That in extreme and moſt dangerous 
caſes, ſuch aQts of Parliament may be contraveened; 2xe* 
rity, "Whether there be now ſuch extreme caſe, ſecing 
we have his Majcſtic, in his former Proclamations , avows 
ing, proteſting , declaring , and in this {aſt Proclamation 

ing God to witneſſe, that he never intended any in- 
novation of Religion z and alſoſecing he hath removed al- 
readic all that which made men fear novations, to Wit, 
Service book, book of Canens, and the alledged cxor- 
bitancie of the new high Commiſlion, 


Ans VVER\, 


[7 the removing of the Service book, book of Canons, and 
the limitation of the vaſt power of the high Commiſſion, 
containing ſo much ſuperſtition , and tyranny of Prelates, be 4 
benefit to this Kirk and Kingdome , we onght, under God, ts 
#ſcribe the ſame to the peaceable mverings dninble ſmpplicati- 
ons , and religions covenanting of the ſubjetts ; which have 
given infor mation to his Maje fie and have procured from his 
mice and geodneſſe ſo great favour, as is thankfully acknow- 
led;edin the laft-Proteſtation : which doth alſo expreſſe the 
many particulars, wherein his Hajeſtres late Proclamation ; 
"=o 4K _ - 


( Pac. 10.) 

% not [atirfafteric. And therefore the Lord! of his Majeftiet 
e's C —_ pox the ſupplication aud complaint of his 
Lieges, were moved to reſcind the att of the Approbation of 
the foreſaia Proclamation, and rorend the ſnb/cribed Miſſive, 
which wa to be [ent therewith to bis Majeſtic. We are confie 
dent, that the Declaration wherewith hrs Majeſties Come 
wmiſſioner was ſo well pleaſed, will al/o groe [atifa'tion ts our 
reverend brethren z and that they will nor think it convenient 
for them to give further approbation to the Proclamation, 
than the Conncel bath done, although all of #« ought , with 
thankfulueſſe, ro acknowleage his Majeſfties bem gnarie, 


R xePLY. \ 


will not herediſpute what hath been the maing 
or principall cauſe moving | 1s ſacred Majeſty to 
difcharge the Service booke, and other things Which occalio» 


nn] wer} 5 tage of our Churci; nor yet whe- 


ther or not his oclamation may give full fatis- 
fation to all the feares and doubrs of his fubjeRs. For our 
ſelycs, we profeſic, that upon his Majeſtics declaration, and 
gracious promiſe contained in bis Majcſtics laſt proclainati» 
on, we beleeve,firlt, That his Majcity never sntended 19» 
vation inreligion : Secondly, That he will manntain the trag 
Proteflant religion , all the dayes of bu: life : which we 
Godro continnelong, Thirdly, all ats made in favours 
of the Service boook, &c. arc diſcharged, Foxrehly, Thathe 
will never urge the receiving'of the Service book, B 10k, of 
Canons, Bec. nor any other thing of that nature, but by ſuch a 
fair an1 legall way as ſhail [atisfic all bis ſubjets. thence 
we do colic, chat which we affirmed before, to wit, That 
there is no ſuch extraordinary or extreme cale, as might give 
occaſion toſubjefts to make ſuc1a band, as is directly tore 
biddenby the torcſaid a} ot parliament, and to contravecn 
it in ſucha manner, as may ſcemeto importareilting of Aa- 
thority by force of armce. 

THE 


(Pas. r1,) 


Tus III. Dzmano. 


C erning that interpretation of the negative confeſſi- 
» Which is urged upon us, and wherein the articles 
of __ _ «O_o are ber er abjured, as 
well as all the points of Poperie, which are therein 
and diſtinaly mentioned; Qneritar, Whoare the _ 
ters of that confeſſion ? that is, Whether all the 
or only thoſe Miniſters conveened in Edinbargh, in the 
of February, who ſetit down? Ifallthe ſubſcribers; then 
What realon have we to receive an interpretation of thay 
confeſſion fromla.cks, ignorant people , and children > If 
only thoſe Miniſters convecned then in Edinburgh; then 
9 Is 9 gy GY hizſclf, but he whe 
is« of God, as Aaron, Heb.y. 4. what power and aut« 
thority had they over their brethren , to give oura judicis 
all interpretation of theſe wricles of foith,, and to inforce 
their interpretation of thelc articles uponthema 2 


AnswsR. 


_—_— ſubſcribers are here miſ-imceryreted in yo points, very. 
material : Oe us, that they preſume nyon power, or a= 
thoruty,whic h they bave to groe ont azudecial imterpretation of 
the articles of the confeffion, and 18 enforce the ſame npon 6« 
thers ; whereas they only intended to makg known ther own 
meanmg According to the minds of owr Rrformerr, andin chas 
rity ro proponnd and r:commendibe _ ro 0rbers p—_— 
be willing to embrace it ; Although it be trne alſo, : 
very great numbers of Miniſter; were conmveened, and teſt ified 
their conſent aq that time: Aud although the private judgment 
of thoſe who are caledlaicks,ought not ro be moſ-reg | Fop 
is i confeſſed, T has an interpretation, which 1; provaze eatione 
D 3 perſoaz, 
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perſonz,»4y be more than private ,ratione medii, The other, 
winch bein will an/{wer diverſe of the following de» 
mands,T hat the articles of Pearth,and of Epiſcopall govern» 
ment,are.dee/ axed ro be 4bjured,as points of Poperic,or as Po- 
piſh noyations: Whereas the words of the Covenant put « dif- 
ference betwixt two ſorts of novations : one us of ſuch as are 
already introduced inthe wor ſhip of God,and concernin g thoſe, 
whatſoever be the judgement of the ſubſcribers, which to every 
owe is left free , by the wards of the Covenant , they are onely 
bownd to forbear the prattiſe of them, by reaſon of the preſent, 
exigence of the Kirk , till they be tried , andallowedin a free 
Generall aſſembly, The other ſort ts of ſuch noyations, as are 
particularly ſupplicated againſt, andcomplained upon ; as the 
bertcobodk,ond Canons,c&e, which are abjured, as contal- 
Wing points f Poperie. And this we avounch, from our certain 
hrowledge, to be the true —_ of thecontroverted words of 
the Covenant, And therefore humbly intreat, That no man 
a») more, upon this ſernple, with- hold bu teſtimony, p 


4 
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A*® for the firſt of theſe two miltakings : If you have not 
given outthat ipterpretation of the negative confeſſion 
judicially, but only haye wade known your own meaning, ac- 
cording to the minds. ef the Reformers, as you altedge* 
then, firt, yanr incerpretation hath no obligatory powetoyer 
others; and conſcquently you ought not ro obtrude your n- 
terpretation upon us, more then we, doe our interpretation 
thereaf upon you. Neither ought any man to be moleſted, 
orthreatned, for notrecciving your ./»cerpretation; chicfly 
ſccing all who are of your confederatien have fo ſolemnly 
vowed, and | n_ to be _— examples to others of all 
godline(ſe, [oberneſſe, andrighteouſneſſe, and of every ducty 
which yow awe to God andman, . Secondly, As for the minde 
or judgement of aur Reformers, we —_ noevidence of it, 
baving publick/ auchority to oblige the ſulyjets of-this 

Kingdomg, 
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jo gee pm or is expreſſed in our n4tionall 
confeſſion of ſaith, ratified in Parliament twenty be- 
fore the negarive confeſſion was penned : wheonae fade 
no warrant or ground of fuch mrerprerarion ag bring. 
Thirdly , The interpretation of the —_— confeſſion > 
down 1n your covenant, as it is not publick, ratiove perſoxe, 
ſo alſo not ratione meds; : forit hathno warrant, for ought 
we could ever perceive, cither from the word of God , or 
fromthe teſtimony of the ancient Church, or from the con- 
ſent of other reformed Churches, or from our nationall con- 
feſfion, regiſtrated in Parliament. As for the ſecond milta- 
king,or miſ-interpretation of the words of the /ate covenant, 
firſt, we marvell, that a general/ Covenant appointed to be 
ſubſcribedby all, learnedandunlearned , ſhould havebeen 
fer down by you in ſuch ambiguous termes, For, truly, all 
men here, eventhe moſt judicious, de ſo take yourwords, 
a$if the articles of Pearth were inthem abjured, 2,We< have 
again more attentively examined the words ofthe /ate Co- 
venant, and do —_ cive by them, That in the faid 
Covenant, the articles of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, are con= 
demned, and abjurcd, as erroneous, and' corrupti= 
ons, For where you profeſle, aud before God, and bus angels, 
and the world, ſolemnly declare, That you ſball labor; by all 
wean: lawfull, to recover the libertie, and puritie of the Goſ« 
pel, as it was eftabliſped and prefe ſſed before the for eſaid nova» 
tions: We ak you, what is that period. of time, to 
- Which your words have reference, whe you promiſe to 
laboar, to recover the paritie and libertie of the Goſpel, a 
it was profeſſed and eftabliſhed before the foreſaid novari= 
tions ? It you mean that period of time, Whenthe Service 
book, and Book of Canons were urged upon you; to wit,the 
laſt year by-paſt in Summer; then you acknowledge ; Fhat 
all that time you enjoyed the: puritie and libertie of the 'Gefa 
pel ; and confi y, That you yetenjoy'it; 
thing bath ſince that time been publickly recerveds, and pra- 
Qifed in this Charch, It you mean (as-andoubredly wethi 

3 C +..." $3 you 
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ou do) thetime przceding the bringing in of Epi/copacie, 
”_ the afts of Perth; then you comprehead both Zpiſcops= 
and the aRzs of Peorth under theſe novations : for the re- 
wor ing whereof, you promiſe to labour, according to your 
: and y do di{-alloG and condemnethem, 
evenbetore they bo tricdin a free «ſſembly, andbeforethey 
be heard who maintain and approve them as lawtull. 3. We 
may evidently demonſtrate this, ar gamento ad bominem, as 

we ſay in the ſchools : For, thoſe rires and ceremonies 
Which are abjured in the neg «tive confe fion, arc allo abjurod 
in your late Covenant; which, as you (ay, isall one with the 
negative confe ion, ot withthe Covenant made 15 81, Bur 
yr on and ceremonies which _ a Pearth 
ae ab [ar ou ſay,in Covenant is81. 
tes - ey abjarcd in this your lace { vVee 
went, The firlt propoſrion ig evident: For in your late (ovee 
nant , (peaking of the oath containedinthat #/d { #venant, 
Which was Anne 1 581, you protefſe, That the preſent 
and ſucceeding generations in this land, are bound to keep the 
fore/ajd natis 144 oath, ax you call it, and /nbſcreption, wnvion 
Lable. The ſecond propoſition alſo cannot be denied by you: 
Far, theſe twenty years by-paſt , you have acculcdthoſe 
whocanformed themſelves to the ordinances of Prarth, of 
perjurie ; and that becauſe they had violated the oath made 
Anno 1581. jn the which thoſe articles ( as you alledge ) 
weaeabjured. But you willſay tous, That wethank 
thoſe nat to be abjured in that oath made Anno15 81. 
and we may ſwear, and ſabſcribe your late { #ve- 
za; and, notwithſtanding of our 9ath and [ub/cription, be 
tied only eo the forb:arexce of the praftice of Pearth arti» 
cles for a time. We anſwer, firſt; The words of an orb 
ſhuld be clear, and plain : or, if theybe any wayes ambi- 
thetruc ſenſc of them ſhould be ſodeclared, and ma- 


nifeſted, that all may know it. 2 An o«tb istobe given, ac- 
— to the aunde and judgement of himthat requireth 
it. Andtherefore , ſecing you who require this 94th of us, 
think the rizc2 or corewenies conduded CEL bo 

abjured 


(PAaG. 15.) 

abjured in that 9arh made Arne 1 581. how can we ſwear and 
ſubſcribe your Covenent, which reneweth the foreſaid oath, 
and bindeth us to it ? 3 If we ſhould ſwear,and ſubſcribe the 
negative confeſſion, as it is included in your covenant; then ye, 
whothink the «vricles of Pearth to be abjured, and condemn- 
ed in thenegative confeſſion, will think us tied, by our own 
perſonal oath, to condemn the articles of Pearth. 4 Seeing this 
covenant was penned by you, who have hitherto nor confor- 
med your ſelves toPearth aſſembly,and bave oppoſed Epiſcopa- 
cie, and ſeeing you all condemn Epiſcopecie, as if it were that 
popi/h, .or wicked Hierarchie, mentioned in the negative con 
ſeſfion;asalſoeſteem the things concluded in Pearth afſembly, 
to be sdolatrors, or ſaperſtitions ; how can we think, that you 
in your ſolemn vow made to God, for reformaticn of this 
Church, and reſiſting, in times to come, the novations and cor- 
raptions of it, have paſſed by theſe things, which are the only 
wovations already introduced by authority, and from which, 
as you affirm, the Church hath ſogreat need to be purged : 
chiefly, ſeeing ye think them as popiſh, ſuperſtitions, and ido- 
Tatrow, as ye do theſe other nowarions, which are not as yet 
introduced. 5 If in all your /#pplications, plaints,and proteſta- 
tions, ye have only ſought the removing and 4;/tbargivg ot the 
Service book, Book of canons, and the new high commiſſion, not 
complaining of any other nowariens ; and {ceing his Majeſtic 
hath diſcharged the firſt two, and hath promited to reRifie 
the third, or laſt of them; Then, whar reaſon have yeto think, 
that his Majeſtic hath not fati-fied your ſ#pplications ? For, 
all the xovarvens, upon which you complained, are removed 
by his Majeſtic, and ye have his princely promiſe, That no 
further (hall be nrged upon us, but by ſuch a fair and legall 
way, as may fatisfie all his ſubjets. 6 As for that which 
your Covenant, by your own conteſſicn, requireth of us, to 
wit, The forbearante, and abſtinence , for a time, from the 
preflifing the articles of Pearth ; We proteſle ſincerely, and 
inthe fight of God, That cur c: nſcience will nct ſuffer us to 
ſubſcribe that parr of your (ovenant; and that becauſe laws 
being Rtanding for them, and our lawfull ſuperi.urs requi- 

E ring 
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ring obedience from as, by praQiſing them, to ſweat forbear- 
ance of the praitiſe of them, is to (wear diſobedience, and, 10 
wrong their authority. 7 How can we, with a good Conſci- 
ence, abſtaine preſently from private baptiſme , and private 
communion , being required thereunto by ſick perſons, and 
thoſe parents whole children cannot be carried tothe Church 
commodiouſly with their lives ; ſeeing we think it athi 
very unlawfull, in ſuch caſes, to refuſe to adminiſtrate tho 
Sacraments in private houſes ? Not that we think, that God 
hath tyed himſelf, or his grace, to the Sacraments ; but be- 
cauſe he hath cyed us unto them, by his precept : and, not to 
uſe the means appointed by God, when our people,or their 
children ſtand in need of them, is a contempt of che means 
and a tempting of God, 


—_— 


True V. Detemano. 


vV Hether or no we can fineerely , and with a gcod 
conſcience, ſubſcribe the negative confeſſion , 28 it 


is expounded and interpreted by the contrivers or authors 
of the late Covenant , ſecing it maketh a perpetuall law con- 
cerning the externall rites of the Church, which God hath 
not made, as if theſe rites were unchangeable > And how 
they who both ſwear the poſitive confeſſion, and the ne- 
gative , thus interpreted, can eſchew contradiRion, ſeeing 
the poſitive confeſſion, Chep. 21. evidenily declareth, That 
theſe rites are changeable , according to the exigencie of 
time; and conſequently, that no perpetuall law may or 
ought to be made concerning them? Likewiſe we would 
know how it can ſtard with truth to abjare all theſe rites, 
as Popiſh, which are uſed in the Church, without divine 
inſticution , exprefſed in Gods word; ſeeing even theſe 
who urge the Covenant , praftiſe ſome ceremonies which 
are not mentioned in Gods word ; as the celebration of mar- 


riage 
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riage before the Church, in the beginning , or at the end of 


divine ſervice, with all che partica/ars of ic, and the (tipula- 
tion of Fathers and God-farhers , for the childe in baptilme , 
which are not meer circumltances, as they uſe to diltinguiſh, 
but alſo ceremonies, properly localled ? 


ANSWER. 


He late Covenant maketh mot 4 perpetnall law concerning 

the externall rites of the kirke , as if they were unchange- 
able : but, ac we have ſaid before, onely bindeth us, for a time, 
rs forbear the prattiſe of innovations already introduced, and 
doth not determine whether they ought tobe changed, oy not. 
2. eAccording to thu true interpretation, all appearance of con- 
tradiftion betwixt the conteſſion of faith snſert in the att of 
Parliament, and the latter confeſſion, is removed , beſide that 
the article 21. of the conteſſion of faith, giverh power to the 
Kirks, in matters of externall policie, and order of the worſhip 
of God, #s expounded in the firſt books of Diſcipline, diff1ngmi- 
fog between things neceſſary to be obſerved in every Kirke , 

things variable in particular congregations. 3. We declare - 
again , That the Covenant doth wot abjure Pearth articles , as 
Popiſh, aud thinketh not time now to diſpute of ſignificant cere. 
monies, or ether boly rites, aud whether the two particulars na- 
med be ceremonies, or not : finse the confeſſion condeſcended up- 
on on both fides, abjureth rites which are added without S 


word of God, 
R evr y. 


[rſt, V Ve have already told you, That we cannot ſubſcribe 
your oath of forbearance of the praftiſe of the articles al- 
ready introduced, without violation of authority, and of 
wronging cur own conſciences, who think private baptiſme 
and cowmnnion, not to be indifferent, but allo neceſlary , in 
ſome caſes ; not indeed, neceſſitate medii , as if Gods grace 
were tyed to the externall means, but, 4s we ſay in the 

E 3 ſchools, 


F 
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ſchools ; neceſſitate precepti, becauſe we are commanded to 
uſe theſe means. 2. This /ate Covenant leadeth and bindeth 
u5 tothe 0/4 Covenant , made 1581. and that old Covenant 
bindeth us perperually to that d/cip/ine which was then ; 
that is, (as ye alledge) ro the whole policie of the Church, 
comprehending all the externall rites of it: and ſo, 4 prime 
- ad ultimum, this late Covenant bindeth us to the whole po- 
licie of the Charch, which was then; and conſequently 
maketh a perpetuall law , concerning externall r#es of the 
Church, as if they were unchangeable. All parts of this ar- 
gument are ſure : For by your late Covenant, you profeſle 
your ſelves bound, to |;cep the foreſaid national oath (as you 
call it) inviolable : And that eath, or Covenant, bindeth us, 
to continue im the ebrdxence mot onely of the dotirine, but alſo 
of the diſcipline of thir Kirke. Where by the diſcipline of the 
K — ye underſtand (as ye have in all your writings pro- 
feſſed, eſpecially ot late, in your booke entituled, A difpare 
againſt the Engliſh Popiſh ceremonies, Part 4.( hap.8.Sett 6.) 
the whole externall policie of the Church, as ir was at 
that time ; to wit, Anno 1581, Yea, you confefſe, That no 
other thing can be underſtood by rhe a of the Kirke, 
but that which we have (aid already ; conſequently we 
ſkall be tyed by that e«&& which you require of us, to admit 
and praiſe no other rites and ceremonies, but ſuch as were 
then received in our Church. We can no wayes paſſe by this, 
ſeeing ever ſince the aſſembly of Pearth, in your publick, ſer= 
monr, and printed books, ye have moſt vehemently accuſed 
us of perzurie, as violating the oath, or covenant, made An- 
no 1581, and that in reſpet we have admitted ivto the 
Church, ſome rites, or ceremonies, which were not in it the 
foreſaid year of God. Is not this to make a perpernall law, 
concerning the externall rizes of the Church, as if they were 
unchaneeable , and to abjure the praftice of all rices intro- 
duced in the Church fince that time ; and conſequently the 
praiſe of the articles of Pearth, and that nor for a time one- 
ly, but for ever? 3. Secing the negative confeſſion, according 
to your minde, and conception of it, maketh the ——_ 
r 
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rernall policie of the Church, as it was eAano 1531, to be 
unchangeable: and on the contrary, the confeſſion inſert into 
the a&ts of Parhament, declareth, That the res belonging 
to the externall policie of the Church, are changeable ; how 
can you eſcape a contradittion, if ye receive both theſe con. 
ſeſſions ? 4. Whereas by that d:ffinftios mentioned in y: ur 
«»/wer , of things neceſlary to be obſerved, and of things va+ 
riable in particular congregations, ye infinuate that by the 
heeprug of the diſcipline of the Kirks as it was then, to which 
we are bound in the o/d Covenant, ye underſtand the obſer. 
vation of thoſe things which are neceſlary to be obſerved in 
every kirke, and not of things variable in particular congre- 
gations ; Weask, Into which of the members of this d; im. 
tlion ye refer Epiſcopacie, and the articles of Pearth ? Thatis, 
Whether they muſt neceflarily be omitred in all Churches , 
and ac all times, or not ? If ye ſay,that they mult be neceflari- 
ly omitted, and that the negative confeſſion, confirmed with an 
oath , doth tye us to the omiſſion of them ; then both ye 
would make us to ſwear, and ſabſcribe againſt our conſcien- 
ces, (for we are perſwaded, That theſe things are lawfull } 
asalſo ye would make us to abjure Zprſcopacie , and the arts- 
cles of Pearth, in perpetunms ; which is flatly contrary to your 
declaration in your «anſwers, 1.5. &c. If you ſay on the other 
part, That we are not tryed by the megetive confeſſion, to the 
omiſſion of theſe things; then, why have ye, in all your 
writings againſt us, exprobrate to us, perjwrie, in violating 
of the e«th contained in the negative confeſſion ? 5, Wea 
would gladly have known your minde, concerning the law- 
fulneſſe of ſuch r9e- as are noe of divine inlticotion, expreſs 
ſed in Gods word. For we ingenuouſly profeſie, That none 
of your «#/xers ( which hitherto we have ſcen) tothe ##- 
ftances , or examples brought by us in our fire Demand of 
rites uſed by your (elves, in your Churches, as lawſull, with- 
eur divine inſticution, (to which we could adde many moe) 
do give us any fatisfaRion : nor yet, as we think, can give 
fatistaQion to any indifferevt man. As for example ; 1s 6/e/- 
fing of marriages a mecc circumſtance? Who can be: ſo im- 

E 3 padent, | 
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paJeat, asto ſay ſo? Or, if ic be a ceremonie, what precept 
or praRiic have ve of it in Gods whole word ? it it be al- 
ledged, That we have a warrant from that bleſſing pro- 
nounced, Gen. 1. 28. upon min and woman, after their cre- 
ation; we ask, By what conſequence can that ſolemmity of 
bleſſing of marriages uſed in our Churches, with all the cere- 
monies of it, be drawn from that effecuall and operative 
bleſſing of our firſt parents, or rather of who'c mankinde? 
Is there here an inſtiwtion of a perpernall obſervance, or rite, 
to be uſed in the Church, more than in the 22. verſe of the 
ſame chapter, when God bleſſed the fowls, and fiſhes, and 
ſaid, Be frnitfull, and multiplie, and fill the waters in the ſeas ? 
&c- It ag1in ir be anſwered, That peſtorall benedition , is 
men:ioned in Scripture, firlt, VVhat is that to 6/eſſing of 
marriages ? And ſecondly, V Vhy are not all other pattions, as 
well as marriages, bleſſed mthe Church ; chiefly, ſecing ma- 
trimoniall bleſſing hath been, and is , abuſed in the Romane 
Church , which holdeth, That marriage is a ſacrament ; and 
conſequently , matrimonial benediFtion ought , as it would 
ſeem, to be ſecluded from the Church, rather than other 
bleſſings t 


Taz VI. Dewano. 


Hether or no it be fit to ſubſcribe ſuch an interpreta- 
tion, as in matters of lawfulneſſe, and unlawfulneſſe ; 
and conſequently in matters of faich,contradieth the judge: 
ment of ſo many Divines , moſt famous, of the 

Church, both ancient and modern, (who did, anddo hold, 
that theſe rites and ordinances brought into this Church by 
che aſſembly of Pearrh, are in their own nature lawfull, and 
ſuch as ought not to make a ſtir in the Church of God) and al- 
ſo condemneth the venerable praiſe of the ancient Church, 
and the moſt eminent lights of it, even in thole times, 
unto which we appeal againſt the Papilts,in onr diſputes. 


ANSVVE R. 


(Pac. 21.) 


ANsSweEk. 


VE truſt, That no ſound Divine ancient or modern,would 
V tn this caſe deny the expedience of the forbearance of the 
praiſe of Pearth articles. And further than this,nothing as this 
time & required, 


Reory. 


ou filence, " ror anſweri Sn which we —_— 
concerning # gement 101nes , ancient 00 - 
derne, of the reformed Church, anene the lawfulneſſe of the 
rites and ordinances, which were received in our Charch, by 
the ordinance of the aſſembly of Pearth; as alſo concerning 
the judgement and praQtiſe of the ancient Church ; doth make 
us think, that ye acknowledge the truth of that which we 
affirmed there. 2. V Ve have already ſhown, That the 9th 
which ye require of us , importeth amore than the ſor bearance 
of the prattice of Pearth articles, for 4 time. 3. The forbearance 
of ſome of them, ſeemeth to us, to be meerly unlawfull, and 
contrary tothat paforall duty we owe to our flock. 4. The 
forbearance of any of them , conſidered with a relation to 
the authority enjoyning them, in our judgement, -is plain 
diſobedience, 


Tar v1. Bild n 


V SO it be agreeable to charity or piety, to re- 
quire us to abjure theſe rites, as Popi ; which in 


the ſincerity of cur hearts, following the lighe of our con- 
ſcience, (whereof we take God to witneſle ). we wr .= 
therto 
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therto praiſed, as lawfull, and laudably following the 
ſame light, do yet praiſe chem ? Bat luppoſe this might be 
required otus by any; Qweritar, Whether or no ic becom- 
eth chem fo peremptorily, and upon ſuch a ſuddenty, to urge 
usto this, who thele by-gone twenty years, have defired car- 
neſily to enjoy the freevome of their conſciences in their 
Miniſterie, cven in denying obedience to theſe things, and 
ſtanding laws for them ; and when they were urged to obe- 
dience. did ſo often proteſt, and earneſtly requeſt, That they 
might have a time, to be. well enformed, and maturely advi- 
ſed of the matter, which to the tnoſt part of them was moſt 
graciouſly granted ? Ler them, therefore, look to that natu- 
rall Maxime, nod tibs fiers non vis, alters ne ſecerts : and to 
onr Saviours precept 'of the ſame ſenſe, and almoſt of the 
lame words, Car. 7. verf, 12, 


ANSWER. 


Vz hope, that ſuch a forbearance of the pratli/e, will 
prejndge the liberty of no mans conſcience, 


R ery. 


I: would mach prejudge ear conſciences, to ſwear and 

ſubſcribe the negative confeſſion, taking it according to 

your conception and meaning, who require our oath, 2 How 

can we {wear , to labonr, by all means lawfall (as ye re- 

quire in your covenent) to expell thoſe things, whereof we 

_ _ to be neceſlary, and all the reſt, to be lawfull, and 
g 


THE 
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Tres VIII. Dewmanoy. 


V mms it be fitting to ſwear to defend the Kings 
Perſon and Authoritie, with this limitation, I» the 
defence and preſervation of the true Religion, laws , and liberties 
of this Kingdome ? As if their perſons ought not to be defen- 
ded againſt all enemies, alchough as yer they embraced not 
the truth : or having before embraced ir, yet have fallen from 
it:or as if their royall Authority werenot to be acknowledg- 
ed, although commanding things unlawfull ; and as if we were 
not ſubjeR thereto, in yeelding to ſuffer under them,when we 
give not aRive obedience to them ? 


ANSWER. 


I, "= anſwer of the firſt Demand, may give ſatisfattion 
bere. 2, The Specification of the defending the Kings 

Perſon and Authority, in the defence of the true religion, laws, 
and liberties of the Kingdome, #4 warranted by the Conteſſion 
ratified in Parliament , , other atls of Parliament , by the 


other Confeſſion , and by the generall band joyned with it, 

No man will with-bold hit Subſcription from the Covenant, 
becauſe it doth not, as it imendeth not to expreſſe every duty we 
owe to the Kings Majeſtio, as if the wot naming, were a denying 
of the amty, 


R mery. 


VV ye have replyed in your 4#/wey to our firſt 
Demand, we have examined, in our confatation 


of your 4»/wer, 2. If ye conſider well all the OI 
F O 
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ofthe making of your Covenant, ye will finde that it had 
not been amiſle, at this time, to have expreſſed more fully 
the loyaltie of your srentions, to maintain the Kings per- 
ſon, and honour. Next, it is neceflary to expreſle it yer more 
fully, for oar cauſe, whom ye require to ſwear and ſubſcribe 
your Covenant ; leſt we do any thing, in this matter, with a 
doubting conſcience, (which is a grievous fin) that is, Doubr- 
ing whether or no we are tyed by our oath to maintain the 
Kings authority, only in ſo far,as it is employed in the defence 
of the foreſaid true Religion : or, at leaſt, as it is not employ- 
ed againſt it. Forit ſeemeth to us unlawfull, ro ſwear the 
maintenance of the Kings authoritie, with chis limitation pre- 
ciſely. Andif ye be of a contrary minde, we are molt willing 
toconfer with you of this point. 


Ta N IX.De -— el 


V Hether or no we can ſincerely ſwear to maintain 
\ the Authoritie, trucly and properly monarchicall 
ot the King ; and withall ſwear alſo diſobedience to theſe 
articles , which areauthorized by his ſtanding laws, and to 
maintain the meaneſt of his ſubjeRs againſt him, in their dif- 
obedience of his laws , as yet ſtanding 1a vigour concerning 
theſe things. 


ANSWER. 


I, He anſwer to the firſf Demand, « #/efult bere alſo, 

2. Forbearance of praQtile, for « time, in ſach a caſe, 

w rather obedience, than diſobedience : for example, Kneeling 

was thought convenient, becauſe all memorie of ſuperitition was 

paſt ; fould it not therefore be forborn, becauſe ſuperſtirion, « 

now revived, and flagrant ? They who praQile, keep the letter of 
the law ; but they who forbear, keep the life and reaſon thereof, 


Revexy- 
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R ory. 


=o Covenant reqtireth more of us, than the forbear- 


ance of the prattiſe of Pearth articles, as vie have often 
times declared. 2 We have alſo ſhown, That the forbear- 
ance of obedience to ſtanding laws, without licence of Sape- 
riours, and contrary to their commandment, eſpecially if 
it be done by deliberation, and if men tye themlelves, by 
an oath, to do ſo, is manifelt diſobedience, 3 The wticle 
of Pearth, anent kneeling, was not grounded only, nor yet 
principally, upon that narratrve which ye mention ; but ra- 
ther upon the conveniencie and decencie of the geſture of 
kneeling, in the receiving of the holy S«cramenr : which 
reaſon doth yer continue ; as alſo the other reaſon which 
ye mention, holdeth yet: for the body of the people of this 
Church were never p«pifs; and conſequently, have no 
memorie of popiſs ſuperſtition, as thole who lived in time 
of reformation. 4 We cannot ſee nor conceive, how a 
vow and band of maintaining the meaneſt ſubjeR of this 
Kingdome, againſt all perſons whatſoever ; and conſequently, 
againſt the King himſelf, as we have ſhown in our ſecond 
Reply, in diſobedience of his laws, can coafiſt with that 
love, reverence, and ſubje&ion, which we owe to our King. 
Neither have ye brought any thing in your eHy/wer, to fatil- 
fieus in this point. And, becauſe ye alledge, as we hear, 
that ye are miſtaken in this point, and do vindicate yout 
ſelves, by thoſe words of the Covenant, wherein ye pro- 
miſe to maintain the Kings authoritie ; we pray you to ex- 
prefle your minde more fully, concerning it ; and to ſhow 
us, 1 Whatye mean by maintaining the Kings authoritie, in 
that part of your Covenant, wherein ye expreſle your loy- 
all intention, 7's maintain the Kings perſon, and antheritie ; 
and in ſpeciall, Whether or no the maintaining of the Kings 
authoritie, be taken by you, as it excludeth all refiſting of 


his Authoritie, by force cf arms, even although he ſhould 
F 2 © command 


(b A Ge. 26.) 


command things unlawfull, and contrarie to the truth? For 
ſo we think it ſhould be taken : and that it ſhould be ſo ta- 
ken, we are readie to demonſtrate. Neither can we ſwear 
it in any other ſenſe. 2 Whether your promiſe of murnal 
defence, In the ſame canſe of maintaining the true Religion, 
and his Majeſties amthoritie, &c, ought to be anderſtood, 
of the maintaining the Kings authoritie abſolutely : that is, 
Whether be maintain the true Relrgion, or no? Or, on the 
contrarie ; If it ought to be underſtood of the maintaining the 
Kings amthoritie conditionally , tn ſo far as be maintaineth the 
ire Religion, and not any other wayes ? If you (ay, that it is 
to be underſtcod the firſt way, we aſſent to that part of your 
Covenant, and have no more ſcruple anent it, except that 
one which we mentioned in our Reply to your ſecond An- 
ſwer : to wit, That the words of your Proteſtation ſeem to 
import more; and, that your Pa#ion, or Covenant, is made 
without the Kings privitie, and conſent. If ye fay, that it 
is tobe underſtood the ſecond way ; then we continue urging 
our forelaid Demand: to wit, How a man can maintain the 
Kings authoritie, and withalt maintain the meaneſt of his 
ſubjeRs in refiſting his Authoritie > And how we can be 
faid, to ſtand for the _ honour, when we vow and pro- 
miſe, do to that which he himſelf profeſſeth to be againſt 
his Honour ; and which, in thecommon jadgement of men, 
is thought to be ſo? The determination of this point, is 
more than neceſſarie, at this time : and therefore, let us 
in finceritie and brotherly love, confer of it ; that the con- 
ſciences of others who doubt of this, may receive fſatisfa- 
Aion. 


— — 


Tarr X. Demanp. 


V Hether or no we ought to ſwear to ſuch a Cove- 
- nant, which taketh away from us all hope of a 
free aſſembly , or Parliament, to judge of the marrer 
preſently 
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preſently debated ? For how can theſe vote freely of any 
matter propounded to the deciſion and deliberation of the 
Church and Eſtate, who have already ſworn to adhere to 
one part of the queſtion ? and how can thoſe who diſſent 
from them, ſubmic themſelves to their judgement, chiefly 
ſeeing they are poſſeſſours, and have laws Civill and Eccle- 
fiaſtick, landing as yet for them ? 


ANSWER 


VV E perceive, that this tenth Demand, « made of the 

articles of Pearth ; therefore we anſwer as before; 
That we promiſe only forbearance, which can prejudge no mens 
liberty in a generall aſſembly, 


R evry. 


V® have ſhown, That your Covenant, and Oath, im- 
V porteth a manifeſt a&j«ration of the articles of Pearth: 
and therefore, the ſwearing of it doth manifeſtly prejudge 
the liberty of voting in a national aſſembly : For, how can 
they freely either reaſon in an aſſembly, concerning Epiſcopacie, 
and the articles of Pearth ; or elſe, give their judgement, 
without prejudice , concerning them who have alreadie 
promiſed, ſworn, and vowed, firlt, To adhere to the 4- 
ſcipline of the Kirke : that is, (according to your interpreta- 
tion) to the whole externall policie of the Church, as it was 
1581. 2 To labony, by all means lawfull, to remove, and expell, 
all thoſe rites and ordinances, which have come into the Church 
fince the ſoreſard year of God ; that the Church may be reſtored 
to the liberty, and purity, which it then had, Whereby ye de- 
clare, That the fureſaid art1c/es, and Epiſcopacie, are contrary 
to the /1berty, and purity of the Church ; and conſequently,ye 
are tied by your oath, ro vote againſt them, if ye be called to 
the intended aſlemnbly, | 

F 3 THE 
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Tar XI. Drwano 


WW" our ſubſcribing, together with our peo- 
ple, to the confeſſion of this nation, which is 


ratified and regiſtrated in Parliament, Anno 1 5 6 7. may 
give full fatisfaRion to all who doubt of the ſincerity of our 
profeſſion, if ſo be they have no farther ayme, but only to 
know and ſee our willingneſle, and conſtant reſalution, to 
adhere to the religion preſently profeſied, and to _— 
all errours contrary to it, to our lives end? Now ſeeing 
we are willing to do this, as we take God to witnefſe, we 
are ; how are we hated, maligned, and traduced as enemies 
of the truth, only becauſe our conſciences do not ſuffer us 
to ſubſcribe to that interpretation of the negative conſeſſion 
inſert in the Covenant, ( concerning which we can ſee no 
warrant of the trath of it, nor lawfull authority binding us 
to it) and to the politick, or rather milicary part of that 
Covenant, which is a thing without the compaſſe of our 
calling, and not belonging to that contending for the faich 
once delivered to the ſaints, of which S. «de ſpeakerh in 
his epiſtle, 


AnNswEeR 
= no other mean could be found ſo effeituall, for bolding 
Kk- 


Y ont of Poperie, and forbearing of dangerow novations in 
religion, ſwch as the Service book, and Canons, which as yet 
are only diſcharged, till in a fair and legall way they may be in- 
troduced ; and are by no word of the late Proclamation diſal- 
lowed : althowgh the Service book, by the Proclamation, Fe- 
bruary 19. be iebl praiſed, as ſerving to edification, and to 
beat oxt all ſaperitition : aud nothing in this application is «b- 
jeered, but what was abjwred in the former ; why foal we for- 
bear to uſe a mean ſojuft, and ſo powerfull, for the preſervation 


of the purity of religion ? 
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R tory. 


Ere ye do not particularly anſwer to eur Demand, and 
leem unwilling to give that teltimonie of us, your bre- 
thren, concerning our finceriry in profeſſing of the Truth, 
which, all who know and judge unpartially of us, do think 
to be due to us. It is ſufficiently known, what pains we take 
in diſputing and writing againſt Ppsfs, in confuring their 
errours in our _ in leading proceſle againſt them, ac- 
cording tothe order of the Church z and in doing all things 
againlt Rowsfb errors, which can be expeRed from the molt 
zealous Profeſſours of the Truth, If ye, or any other of our 
reverent brethren, doubt of the (inceritie of our profeſſion , 
then poſe us concerning any Article controverted, and we 
ſhall be moſt ready to declare our minde concerning it be- 
fore all men, and give a ſufficient proof to the world, that we 
have pricd as narrowly into the myſteries of Romiſs erronrs, 
for refatation of them, as any of thoſe who impiouſly, and 
uncharitably traduce us, as favourers of Poperie, 2. We have 
other means more eff:uall, and lawfull, (whereas we think 
this your mean to be _— for holding out of Poperie : 
and in which we ought to confde more, than in all the pro- 
miles and vows of men ; yea, alſo, more than in all the wnired 
forces of all the ſubjeRs of this land : to wir, Diligent preach- 
ing, and teaching of the word, frequent prayer to God, 
humbling of our ſelves before him, amendement of our lives 
and converſations, and arming our ſelves againſt our adver- 
faries, by diligent ſearching of the Scriptares, and uſing all o- 
' thermeans, whereby we may increaſe in the knowledge of 
the truch , and inability, to defend it againſt the enemies of 
it. 3- TheſubjeAs of this Kingdome, at leaſt a great part of 
them,cither by their own iaclination, or by the perſwaſion of 
others, have {ucha hard conceit of the Service book, and Ca- 
nons, that if his Majeſty uſe a faire and legill way of bringing 
them into this Chorch, eſpecially ſuch a way as may give (a- 
tisfation to all his ſubjeRs, in all appearance, we need not to 
fear the in bringing of them. | q 
HE 
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Taz XII. DemManp. 


VV we heare of diverſe diſorders, and violent 
miſcarriages of thoſe who have ſublcribed the Co- 
verant, againſt our brethren-of the holy Miniſterie, who con- 
tinue in their obedience to the laws of the Church and King- 
dome; which miſcarriages being done withour all forme of 
jaſtice, or legall proceeding, are an exerciſing of revenge, by 
private authoritie, and conſequently are forbidden in the fixe 
commandment : which is one of the reaſons which moveth 
us, not to joyn our ſelves unto their ſociety, We would glad- 
ly therefore know of our reverent brethren, who have come 
hither to recommend the late Covenant unto us; Firſt, Whe- 
ther or no they do allow theſe diſorders ? 2. If they allow 
them, what reaſon have they foto do? And if they allow them 
not, how is it, that theſe diſorders and miſcarriages, are not 
publickly by them, and other Paſtours of their confederacy, 
condemned , and ſharply rebuked in their pulpits ? Why are 
the aRcurs of them not tryed and cenſured > And why do 
they delay to give out ſome publick declaration,cither in print 
or writ, to this effeR, being long ſince exhorted to do fo ? 


 ANsSwER 


I, Hi! can « zealous people aſſembled in a Kirk for 
the worſpip of God, be kept from tunnwlt, when books, 
and a worlhip which they either know,or conceive to be popiſb, 


are ſuddenly, and imperionſly obtruded wpen them by the Leaders: 


& bow far the heeping of the materiall kirks from the pollution of 


worſhip, 6e/ongeth to the people, and community of the faithful, 
ſhould be conſidered. 2. Vielence done in other places, and upon 
other occaſions, we no more allow, than we doe approve the aſper- 
fon: of perjurie,rebellion,&c. which ſome gren do pat wpon ne, 


REPLY. 
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R eory. 


J; belongeth not to the people , or commiinitie of the 
faichfull , rocontemne Authoritie, and the Lords Ser- 
vice, done in his owne Houle, on his own day , fo farre as 
to put violent hands on Pcelates and Paſtours, in time of 
Divine worſhip, while they are praRtifing thoſe things 
which are enjoyned by the King, and his ell. Such 
diſorders , and contemptuous carriages , doe not beſceme 
thoſe whom Chriſt inviteth to come to him , and to learn 
of him, meeknefſe, and lowlinefe of hearr ; chiefly, ſeeing 
there are many other wayes , whereby people may teſtifie 
their averſation of thoſe books, and worſo1p, which they 
conceive to be Pepys. If ir be a finne in parencs to provoke 
CITES _—— is it a ſfinne in _ 
wo e thei ts ; ly Patrem Patric, t 
common Lo facher of Fes, hoy 2. The keeping 
of Gods houſe from the pollution of worſhip , belongeth to 
thoſe who are cloarhed with lawfull authority, 3. We not 
onely asked of yoa, Whether or no ye did allow the miſcar- 
riages cowards our brethren of the holy Miniſterie , menti- 
oned in our Dewazd ? but alſo ſuppoſing that ye do not al- 
low them, we asked, How is it that theſe d5/orders and milcar- 
riages, are not publickly by you condemned, and rebuked ? 
Why are the «Yoxrs them not , and cenſured ? And 
your vein Fd ermiages 7 lefy, ering ty wn 
averſarion s y, we, 
Lay have ſhown, a manifeſt cranſgreſſion of SS 
mandemene, Wecannor ſufficiently marvell, that ye have 
kept up your mindes in this matter, and got anſwered to 
ſoimportant, and neceſſary a Demand, As for your com- 
—E__ and rebellion, &c. if ye mean the warning 
written tothe ſubjeQts in Scotland, ye ſhall know, that 
the Auchour thereof himſelf is much difpleaſed with any 


offenſive aſperitie, which hath beca in ſome wricten 
| G copies, 


== 
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Copies thereof; and hath already done that, for removing of 
that offence : which, we hope, ſhall give fall ſatisfaRion to 
all men, 


—— 
—_—  — W- 


Tue XIII. Demanoy. 


Ow can weſubſcribe that Covenert, without incurring 

many grievous ſcandals ; as ficlt, the ſeandall of drfent- 
ing from other Reformed Churches, and famous Divines,the 
chief inſtruments of the Reformation of the Church in Z«- 
. rope, who did hold theſe rites which are abjured in this late 
| Covenant, as meerly unlawfull, popiſh, and tdolatrous, to 
be in their own nature, lawfull. Secondly, the ſcandall of diſ- 
{enting from antiquitie, and vilipending italcogether in mat- 
rers of the externall policie of the Church; which we know, 
and have found by frequent experience, to be a thing that ma- 
keth many Papilts more averſe from our profefſion,than other 
wayes they would be. Thirdly, the (candall of perwrie which 
ſome of ns cannot eſcape, who did ſwear obedence to the arti- 
cles of Pearth, and to. our. Ordinaric, at our admiſſion to the. 
Minilterie, 


ANnSwER. 
Hat threefold ſcandal caeſeth wpon the right interpretati« 


on of the cleanſe of the forbearance of the novations already 
introduced, 


R ter y. 


VV hoe own your interpretation of the clanſe of 
forbearance , not tobe right, and have refutedit, 


% 


we think, by the yery words of your Covenant; PRTans 


— — 
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of theſe three ſcandals can be eſchewed”by ns, if we ſub- 
ſcribero your foreſaid Covenant, 2 Suppoſe the other two 
might be eſchewed by that interpretation of the clauſe of 
forbearance, yet the third cannot be eſchewed, ſeeing at 
our 44m1ſſion we have' ſworn obedience to the! articles of 
Pearth, and to our Ordinarie > Wherefore, ye muſt either 

rove the eArticler of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, to be unlaw- 

ll, or elſe, we cannot, without violation of our oath, 
made at our admiſſion, forbear the praftile of the foreſaid 
Articles, againſt the will of our Ordiney, and other our 
lawfull Superionre, 


— — = —_ —_— 


T as XIII, DzManD. 


| Brow all; We pny theſe reverend and worthy bre- 
thren, to conſider impartially , and charitably , ſee- 
ing we have all theſe ſcruples in eur minds concerning 
their Covenant, as alſo ſeeing we are yer moſt confident, 
and aſſured of the lawfulnefſe of the arricles of Pearth, to- 
gether with the lawfulneſle and venerable antiquity of Epiſ- 
copall government, how we can, with a conſcience, 
give our conſent that they ſhould preach in our pulpits, who 
come profeſledly ro withdraw our people from that which 
we in the inmoſt thoughts of our ſouls do embrace as law- 
full; and from that obedience which they do owe to their 
gracious and pious Soveraigne therein ; whoſe laſt Procla- 
mation hath given full atisfaRion to us all, and much- re- 
joyced our hearts, in reſpeR he hath therein moſt ſolemnly, 
and by his oath declared, not only his fincerity in profeſſing 
the truth, bur alſo his pious reſolution, to continue therein, 
and maintain it conſtantly to his lives end, moſt graciouſly 
and wiſely removing theſe things which have occaſioned the 
late perturbation of our Church. We wiſh them likewiſe, 
to confider, how they can require this of us, ſeeing they * 

G2 would 
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would not ( we appeal to their own conſciences ) be con- 
rent that they ſhould be ſo dealc with themſelves ; we mean, 
that any ſhould go up to their 7% wade > condemn their 
doAQrine, and practice, and withdraw their people from 
that which hath been before recommended unto them as 
truth, 


We conclude : Exhorting earneſtly, entreating lovingly, 
and charging modeſtly, thele, and all others, our reverend 
brethren, before God, and the Lord Jeſws Chriſt, who ſhall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing in his king- 
dome, if there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort 
of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels of 
mercies, to look narrowly to their own conſciences, in theſe 
weighty matters; remembring that of eremy, The beart © 
deceitſull above all things, and deſperately wicked, who can know 
ir ? To judgecharitably of us their brethren; remembring 
that of onr Saviour, [wdge not, that ye be not judged : To deal 
with us in loveand meckneth, if ſobe they think us to have 
gone altray frem the truth ; which, God knoweth, we no 
wayes doperceive ) remembring that of $. Pawl, If « man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye that are ſpirituall, reflore ſuch an 
one with the ſpirit of meekyeſſe : as alſo that of S. James, The 
wi/dome that is from above, « firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſfie to be entreated ;, full of mercy, and good fruits, &c. 
And laſt of all, To ſeek peace, and ſo to follew after it ; 
that this our dear native conntrey be not expoſed to danger- 
ous warfare, and to all the wotull conſequents thereof; of 
_ our hearts canaot think, without trembling and 

Frour. 


ANSw ER. 


I Othing in the interpretation of the Covenant, again 
Nt. lawſnlneſſe of Pearth articles, and of Epi A 
government, 2 We never intended to draw the meaneſt of the 


ſubjefs, 
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ubjefts, from that lo of obedience, which they owe to 
a Soveraigne, aud oy 3 The Counſel bath reſcinded the 
approbation of that Proclamation, 4 His Majeſtier religious 
and righteow diſpoſition, hath been ts ns 4 ground, and chief 
argument of onr hoye of the hearing of all owr petitions. 5 We 
have no deſire to wrong our reverend and worthy brethren : 
but rather to paſſe in filence,the wrongs which we have ſuſtained 
by them : «And would approve our ſelves nnto our God, and 
prove faithſull in the imployments put pon us : earneſtly de- 
fring, That every eye may perceive the wonderfull work_of God 
in thts land : left any of us be found fighting againſt God ; and 
that all of a may joyn heart and hand, for the purity and peace 
of the Kirk of our Lord leſns Chriſt, bleſſed for ever. 


Inly 21. Mf. ALEXANDER HENDERSON, 
1638, Miniſter at Lewchars, 


M*. DAVID DICKSON, 
Miniſter at /rwing. 


M*. ANDREW CANT, 
Miniſter at Perſlgo, 


RevLy. 


== is roo much, as we think, in your Covenant againſt 
the lawfulneſle of Pearth Articles. 2 Your band of mutn- 
all defence, againſt all perſons whatſoever, may draw ſubjeAs, 
perhaps, to take arms againſt their King, (which God 
avert) and conſequently from that /oya/ty of obedience, which 
they oweto their Soveraigne, and oars ; except ye declare, 
and cxplain your ſelves better, than ye have hitherto done. 
3 What the moſt honourable Lords of his Majeſties privie 
Councell have done concerning the Kings Majeſties laſt 
Proclamation, is not ſutficiently known to us, and far leffe 
upon what grewnd:s and motives they have (as you ſay) re- 
ſcinded their «pprobation of the late Proclamation. 4 His 
Majeſties religious and Dy diſpoſition, hath been to 
V3 
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vs, and i3 a main ground wherefore we.reſt and rely upon 
his gracious Proclamation, perſwading our ſelves , that he 
incendeth not, nor ever intended, any innovation in religion. 
5s We ſhall labour, by all means, to eſchew every thing, 
which in the leaſt degree may wrong you, our reverend and 
worthy brethren. As fur the wrongs already done by us to 
you, (as ye pretend) whenloever it ſhall pleaſe you to (pe- 
cifie chem, we hope to give you full ſatisfation, and to 
clear our ſelves of that imputation, 6 The work of God to» 
wards any nation, how (trange and wonderfull ſoever it ſeem 
ro be, is never contrary to his word: And therefore we 
fear not to be found fighting againſt Gods work, ſo long as 
we fight not againſt his trath, revealed in bi word, That all- 
ſeeing Lord knowerh, that we maintain his cruth according 
to the light of our conſciences, and are ready to joyn heart 
and hand wich you, for the purity and peace of this Charch, 
in every lawfull way and courſe, as fiacere lovers of truth 
and peace. 

And now, brethren, before we conclude, again we en- 
treat you, and all others our dear country men, eſpecially 
our reverend brethren of the holy Afiniſtery, ro judge chari- 
tably of us, and of our proceedings at this time; and in 
particular, of theſe our Demand:, and Replyes ; which, God is 
our witneſle, neicher hatred of any mans perſ@n, nor love of 
contention, nor any worldly reſpe& ; but only the conſience 
of our calling hath drawn trom us, And as for our arguments 
tor not ſabſcribing, which are taken from our due ſebietties 
and obedience to our Soveraigne, and his laws, We proteſt and 
declare, That they ought not to be ſo interpreted, as if we 
intended to accuſe you, or others, our dear countrey men, 
of d:ſl2yalty rowards our moſt gracious King ; or as if our 
pur; ole were to lay any ſuch iw»pztation upen you : For they 
zre only uſed by us, to ſhow what the words of the Cove. 
nant (cem tous to import, and how we conceive of them; 
asalſo, what maketh us ſo to conceive of them. We doubt 
not, reverend brethren, but ye know, that as we owe to 
you, and to your proceedings, the favourable Judgement of 
coarmy ; 
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chavitie ; ſo we m_ to jadge of thoſe things, which we are 
to ſwear, and ſubſcribe, with che {tri and inquiſitive judge- 
ment of weritie ; and — we ought to ponder duly, 
and to | particularly and fully to others, (eſpecially 
to thoſe who require our oath and ſubſcription, and undertake 
to ſatisfie our coniciences thereanent) all the doubts and rea- 
ſons which make us unwilling or afraid to give our /#6ſcrip- 
350% thereunto. 
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